ii4	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
"She was quite well a moment ago," the Moon Lady said.
"What has happened to make her like this?" Welcome Spring
showed her the chamber-pot.
The Moon Lady was startled, "Perhaps," she said, "the
blood has flowed more freely because of the wine she drank."
"But she only drank a little,'' Tower of Jade and Golden
Lotus said together. They made ginger broth and poured it^
down her throat, but it was a long time before she came round
and was able to speak to them.
"Sister," the Moon Lady said, "what is the matter?"
"Nothing very much," the Lady of the Vase said. "I got
up and pulled up my skirt; then my eyes seemed to go black;
everything <whirled round and round, and I couldn't keep
myself from falling."
The Moon Lady was going to tell Tai An to go for his
master and also for Dr Jfen, but the Lady of the Vase said:
"No, don't say anything about it. I should not like to disturb
their party/'
The Moon Lady told Welcome Spring to straighten the
coverlets and help the <Lady of the Vase to go to bed. She
and the other ladies gave up their amusements and went to
their own rooms.
Uncle Wu and the others stayed until the evening, then
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing went to the Moon Lady's room. She told
him how thfe Lady.of the Vase had fainted. Hsi-m6n went at
once to see her. She was lying, pale as wax, upon the bed.
She held him by the sleeve and cried. He asked her what the
trouble was. "As soon as I came in," she said, "the blood
poured from me like water. Then I fainted."
Hsi-m£n saw that her head was slightly bruised. "What were
the maids about to let you fall and hurt your face?" he said.
"It was a very good thing for me the maid and the nurse
could come to my help," the Lady of the Vase said. "If they
hadn't, I should have been very much worse hurt,"
"I will send for Doctor JSn the first thing in the morning,"
Hsi-mdn said. He spent the night in her. room, sleeping on
another bed.
The following morning, after he had been to the office,
Hsi~m&n sent Ch'in T'ung for the doctor. It was a little after
noon when Dr J6n arrived. Hsi~m£n Ch'ing received him in

